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SUBJECT: HIGHLIGHTS OF KOMSOMOL CONGRESS 

REF: A. MOSCOW 6153 
B. MOSCOW 6028 

1. SUMMARY: ALL UNION KOMSOMOL CONGRESS, ATTENDED 
BY OVER 4,000 SOVIET YOUTHS, MET IN MOSCOW FROM APRIL 
23-27. MAIN POINTS OF INTEREST WERE(l) WARM PRAISE 
THROUGHOUT FOR BREZHNEV; (2) RE-ELECTION OF MOST OF 
AGING KOMSOMOL LEADERSHIP; (3) EMPHASIS ON IMPROVING 
IDEOLOGICAL WORK AMONG SOVIET YOUTH; (4) ATTEMPTS TO 
BUILD UP ENTHUSIASM FOR YOUTH ROLE IN BAIKAL- AMUR 
RAILROAD AND NON-BLACK SOIL PROJECTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. BREZHNEV CULT. BREZHNEV WAS WARMLY PRAISED BY 
ALL SPEAKERS AT CONGRESS, WHILE REST OF LEADERSHIP WAS 
BARELY MENTIONED. HIS OPENING DAY SPEECH (IN WHICH HE 
SAID LITTLE OF NOTE) WAS HAILED AS CONGRESS' HALLMARK, 
AND HE WAS IDENTIFIED THROUGHOUT AS INITIATOR OR SPONSOR 
OF ALMOST EVERYTHING GOOD THAT HAS HAPPENED IN THE 
COUNTRY SINCE THE LAST KOMSOMOL CONGRESS IN 1970. 
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3. KOMSOMOL LEADERSHIP. E.M. TYAZHELNIKOV WAS 
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REELECTED FIRST SECRETARY OF KOMSOMOL CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 
"YOUTH" LEADER T Y AZHELNIKO V (NOW 46) IS CONSIDERED TO 
BE A BREZHNEV PROTEGE AND WAS RECENTLY RUMORED TO 
BE IN LINE TO REPLACE MADAME FURTSEVA AS MINISTER OF 
CULTURE. SIX OF NINE KOMSOMOL SECRETARIES WERE 
REELECTED. NEW SECRETARIES ARE B. N. PASTUKHOV, FORMER 
FIRST SECRETARY OF LATVIAN KOMSOMOL, V.V. GRIGORYEV, 

FIRST SECRETARY OF BELORUSSIAN KOMSOMOL, AND D.N. 

FILIPPOV, CURRENTLY FIRST SECRETARY OF LENINGRAD 
KOMSOMOL. FORMER SECRETARIES B.K. PUGO AND G.P. 

ELISEYEV WERE GIVEN HONRARY AWARDS IN CONNECTION WITH 
TRANSFER TO UNSPECIFIED PARTY WORK. FOURTEEN OF 21 
FULL MEMBERS OF KOMSOMOL BURO WERE ALSO REELECTED. 

4. IDEOLOGY. GREAT EMPHASIS WAS PLACED BY NUMEROUS 
SPEAKERS AT CONGRESS ON IMPROVING IDEOLOGICAL WORK 
WITH YOUTH. THIS WAS OFTEN MENTIONED IN CONNECTION 
WITH NEED FOR UNCOMPROMISING ATTITUDE TOWARD BOURGEOIS 
AND OTHER HOSTILE IDEOLOGIES. IMPROVEMENTS IN ARE OF 
"SOCIALIST MORALITY," ATTITUDE TOWARD LABOR DISCIPLINE, 

AND INTERNATIONALISM (AS OPPOSED TO NATIONALISM) WERE 
ALSO STRESSED. SEEN IN LIGHT OF SEVERAL ORGANIZATIONAL 
CHANGES DESIGNED TO STRENGTHEN TIES BETWEEN CENTRAL AND 
REGIONAL KOMSOMOL LEADERSHIP AND MEMBERSHIP, THIS WOULD 
SEEM TO INDICATE SOME DEGREE OF WORRY ON PARTY OF LEADERSHIP 
THAT YOUTH NOT TOEING IDEOLOGICAL PATH SET OUT FOR 

THEM. SEVERAL SPEAKERS ALSO IMPLIED THAT YOUT 
ATTITUDES AMONG NON-RUSSIAN POPULATION IS A 
MORE GENERAL PROBLEM. 

5. PROJECTS. YOUTH ROLE IN BAIKAL- AMUR RAILROAD 
(BAM) AND NON-BLACK SOIL PROJECT WAS MENTIONED OVER 
AND OVER AGAIN, PRESUMABLY TO WHIP UP ENTHUSIASM 
AMONG PROSPECTIVE "VOLUNTEERS" AND TO GIVE STRONG 
SIGNAL THAT HIGH PRIORITY BEING PLACED ON PROJECTS. 

AT CEREMONY ON FINAL DAY OF CONGRESS, AT WHICH BREZHNEV 
AND MOST OF LEADERSHIP WAS PRESENT, FIRST 600 MEMBER 
BAM BRIGADE MARCHED PAST PODIUM IN COVERALLS AND BAM 
SLEEVE EMBLEMS, THEN ON TO MOSCOW RAILROAD STATION 
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